
Australian symbols 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Australiaôs National Flag 

 

 

 

 

Australian Aboriginal Flag  

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Coat of Arms 

(With the national animal, the kangaroo, and the 

national bird, the emu.) 

 

 

 

Floral Emblem: 

Golden Wattle 

(Because of this flower, green and gold are the 

national colours of Australia and also the colours of 

the national sport teams.) 

 

National gemstone: opal 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rErvPnd-2E 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwziS2aE6Ww 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwvazMc5EfE 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NocctjQaS5A 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjkrjYitgeA 
(The video also shows the people culture and some of the Australian history) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHP9NuZNjbI 
(Childrenôs choir and famous stars perform the song on the Oprah Winfrey 

show in Sydney.) 

National anthem: 

¶ Advance Australia Fair 

Other national songs: 

¶ God save the Queen [or King] (the British 

anthem, because Australia is a member of the 

Commonwealth of Nations) 

¶ Waltzing Matilda (one of Australia's best-

known national songs) 

¶ Song of Australia (a popular national song 

written in 1859) 

Some other iconic Australian songs: 

¶ I am, you are, we are Australian (written in 

1987 by Bruce Woodley of 'The Seekers') 

¶ I still call Australia home  (A song written by 

Peter Allen in 1980.) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rErvPnd-2E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AwziS2aE6Ww
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CwvazMc5EfE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NocctjQaS5A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjkrjYitgeA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHP9NuZNjbI


 

Boomerang 

 

The traditional weapon of the 

Aboriginals. It is special because it can 

return to its thrower. 

 

Didgeridoo 

 

The traditional musical isntrument of the 

Aboriginals. It is a wind instrument made 

of wood. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9g592I-p-

dc&list=RDDC9w4KWEgJE 

 

 

Uluru  

 

Also called the Ayers Rock. A monolith 

sandstone in the centre of Australia. A 

symbolic place for the Aboriginals. 

 

Billy  

 

The billy is an Australian word for a 

metal container used for boiling water, 

making tea or cooking over a fire. 

 

Australian cork hat  

Cork hats were the Australian versions of 

cowboy hats. They were worn by people 

who looked after the cows or sheep or by 

those who travelled in the outback. The 

corks were hung around the hat to keep 

the flies away from the personôs face. 

 

The Australian bush 

óThe bushô is special landscape typical in 

Australia. It means grassland covered by 

small trees and shrubs. It is important for 

the Australians, because itôs unique and 

different from the European landscape so 

it was new for the immigrants. The life in 

the bush appears in many Australian 

poems, paintings, films, and songs. 

 

Gôday is a famous Australian term. It means 

óGood dayô. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9g592I-p-dc&list=RDDC9w4KWEgJE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9g592I-p-dc&list=RDDC9w4KWEgJE


 

 

Famous Buildings 

 

  

Sydney Opera House 

 

The Sydney Opera House is one of the most famous 20th-

century buildings in the world. It is situated in Sydney Harbour. 

The design of the building is unique: its roof consists of white 

shell-shaped items, so the whole building reminds you of a 

sailboat. There are theatre, ballet, musical and opera 

performances in the building. The house has about 1000 rooms: 

five theatres, five rehearsal studios, four restaurants, six bars and 

souvenir shops. The building was designed by Jorn Utzon, a 

Danish architect. It took 16 years to complete the construction. 

The Opera House was opened by Queen Elizabeth II on October 

20, 1973. The opening was televised and included fireworks and 

a performance of Beethoven's 9th Symphony.  

 
Sydney Harbour Bridge 

The Sydney Harbour Bridge is a steel bridge across Sydney 

Harbour that carries traffic between the centre of Sydney and the 

North Shore. The bridge is nicknamed ĂThe Coathangerò 

because of its arch-based design. It was opened in 1932. It is 

134 metres tall from top to water level. Trains, cars, lorries, 

pedestrians and cyclists can all cross the bridge. 

 
Parliament House 

The Parliament House is the meeting facility of the Parliament 

of Australia located in Canberra, the capital of Australia. It was 

opened in 1988. It was the most expensive building in the world 

at the time of its construcion. The design is based on the shape 

of two boomerangs and is topped by an 81-metre flagpole. The 

building contains 4.700 rooms and many areas are open to the 

public. The Ministerial Wing houses the office of the Prime 

Minister and other Ministers. 

 
The Royal Exhibition Building 

The Royal Exhibition Building  is a World Heritage Site-listed 

building in Melbourne. It was built to host the Melbourne 

International Exhibition in 1880-1881 and later hosted the 

opening of the first Parliament of Australia in 1901. Throughout 

the 20th century, some parts of the building were destroyed. 

However, the main building, known as the Great Hall, survived. 

In 2004, it became the first building in Australia to be awared 

UNESCO World Heritage status. 

 
Q1 

Q1 (meaning Queensland Number One) is a skyscraper, on the 

Gold Coast, Queensland. Q1 is the tallest building in Australia 

and the Southern Hemisphere
 
when measured to the top of its 

spire. Itôs 322 m tall. Itôs the worldôs third tallest residential 

building. 

 

http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/20/20th_century
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/20/20th_century
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/el/Elizabeth_II_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/oc/October_20
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/oc/October_20
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/19/1973
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skyscraper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Coast,_Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_tallest_buildings_in_Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere


Facts about Australia  

¶ Australia was originally a geographical part of the giant continent Gondwana, which broke apart 

over one hundred million years ago.  

¶ The name Australia comes from Terra Australis- the southern land.  

¶ Australia is nicknamed as the Land Down Under  

¶ Australia is the world's smallest continent.  

¶ The Australian currency is the Dollar.  

¶ The predominant language in Australia is English, with over 80 other languages spoken.  

¶ Australia is one of the world's most urbanised countries, with about 70 per cent of the population 

living in the 10 largest cities.  

 

 
Geographical map of Australia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY of AUSTRALIA 

Form of Government: Federal parliamentary democracy 

As a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, Australia's head of state is the British monarch. Many Australians 
think the country should end its ties to Britain and become a republic. But by in a vote in 1999, Australians decided 
against separating from the UK. The debate still continues. 

Capital: Canberra (Canberra was selected as the capital because Sydney and Melbourne could not stop arguing 
which city should be the capital of Australia.) 

Population: 20,683,554 million 

States: 
Western Australia 
Northern Territory 
Queensland 
South Australia 
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Tasmania 
Western Australia 

 

Geographical Low Point: Lake Eyre -15 m  
 
Geographical High Point: Mount Kosciuszko 2229 m  
 
Major cities: Sydney; Melbourne; Brisbane; Perth; CANBERRA (capital)  
 
Geography: 

 Australia consists of the mainland of Australia and Tasmania. It lies on and extends south from the Tropic of 
Capricorn in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Its borders are the Pacific Ocean to the east, the Indian Ocean to the west, the Afarura Sea to the north, and the 
Southern Ocean to the south.  

Australia is the 6th largest country in the world, but its population density is one of the lowest in the whole world. 

The area of Australia is 7,682,300 square kilometres.  Australia is the only country in the world that covers an entire 
continent. Although it is rich in natural resources and has a lot of fertile land, more than one-third of Australia is 
desert.  

Australia is the only continent that does not have an active volcano.  

The Great Victoria Desert is the largest desert in the continent. Running around the eastern and southeastern edge 
of Australia is the Great Dividing Range. This 3,700-kilometer stretch of mountain sends water down into Australia's 
most important rivers and the Great Artesian Basin, the largest groundwater source in the world. 

Hard to believe, but the Snowy Mountains, or the Australian Alps, receive more snowfall than Switzerland does. 

Being in the lower hemisphere, the winter season begins in the month of June, and the summer season begins 
around Christmas time! 
 
Climate 

Australia is considered to be one of the driest continents on earth. Climate varies because of the size of the 
continent.  

The temperature in ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ноϲ ǘƻ оуϲ/. The southern areas are more temperate with 
rainfall, great heat, flooding and drought. 

Most Australian cities and farms are located in the southwest and southeast, where the climate is more comfortable. 
There are dense rain forests in the northeast. The famous Outback (remote rural areas) contains the country's 
largest deserts where there are very hot temperatures, little water, and almost no vegetation.  

 



ECONOMY 

Australia is an important exporter of agricultural goods like wool, wheat, beef, fruit, and wine. The country is also 
rich in minerals and metals and is the world's fourth largest producer of gold. Australia's major industries are mining 
and farming. Mining includes bauxite, coal, copper, gold and iron ore. Most of the land is too dry for planting crops, 
although some areas do grow sugarcane, grapes and wheat. The grape vineyards help to support a growing wine 
industry. Australia is probably best known for its sheep farming. Large numbers of sheep are raised for their wool 
and meat.  

In addition, Australia's climate and dramatic scenery have made tourism a major industry.  
 
Natural wonders of Australia 

PINNACLES 

These limestone formations were created 30,000 years ago when the ocean left deposits of seashells on the shore. 
The Pinnacles rise several meters out of the sand in the desert. 

TWELVE APOSTLES 

Erosion created these limestone stacks that you can see from the Great Ocean Road, off the Victorian coast. 
Although the name is the Twelve Apostles, there now there are only eight stones. Their base erodes two centimetres 
a year. 

ULURU 

A sacred site to the Aboriginals, who request individuals not to climb the sandstone monolith. It's 348 meters high. 
It's famous for its different hues, particularly at sunrise and sunset. 

GREAT BARRIER REEF 

¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ нр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǊŜŜŦ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
that stretches for 3,000 kilometers off the Queensland coast, it has 400 different types of coral and 1,500 species of 
tropical fish. Beautiful but precious, pollution and increased tourism threaten its future. 

BLUE MOUNTAINS 

Mountain ranges where the eucalyptus oil from gum trees gives the panorama a green hue. It contains some of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ plants. There is a limestone formation called The Three Sisters in it. 

KAKADU NATIONAL PARK 

Kakadu National Park is the largest national park in Australia. It is part of the World Heritage both for its 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛn Aboriginal rock carvings and there is also a uranium mine in 
ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭǘǿŀǘŜǊ ŎǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜǎΦ 

Watch a video here: http://www.parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu/people/about-kakadu.html 

KANGAROO ISLAND 

The kangaroo island is a popular place for tourists because of its beautiful sceneryaa and amazing wildlife. 
Kangaroos, koalas, wallabies, penguins, different birds, Australian sea lions and koalas live here.  

¢I9 59±L[Ω{ a!w.[9{ 

The Devils Marbles are known as Karlu Karlu in all Aboriginal languages. This remarkable site is a sacred place to 
Aboriginals. The huge granite boulders wide open skies and golden sunlight make Karlu Karlu an unforgettable place 
to visit.  

SHARK BAY 

The bay area is home to many animals: sea cows, dolphins, birds, reptiles, fish and of course sharks. This World 
IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ΨǎǘǊƻƳŀǘƻƭƛǘŜǎΩΣ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ǎŀƴŘȅ Ǉƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 
signs of life on Earth. 

 

http://www.australia.com/explore/icons/kangaroo-island.aspx


 

  

Pinnacles The Twelve Apostoles ¢ƘŜ DƛŀƴǘΩǎ aŀǊōƭŜǎ 

 

  
The Blue Mountains 

 (with the Three Sisters) 
The Great Barrier Reef 

Shark Bay  
(stromatolites and sea cow) 

 
  

The Kakadu National Park; 
Aboriginal rock paintings 

The kangaroo island The Uluru/Ayers Rock 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Political map of Australia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A BRIEF HSITORY OF AUSTRALIA (grade 5-6) 

The first inhabitants ς The Aboriginals 

The first people arrived to 

Australia by sea, about 50,000 

years ago. They walked from 

Africa to Asia, and then during 

the Ice Age they travelled to 

Australia by boats when sea 

levels were lower. The descendants of the first inhabitants of 

Australia are called the Aborigines.  They lived in tribes and 

each tribe had their own language and traditions. There were about 300 Aboriginal tribes and 250 

languages. The Aborigines were hunters and gatherers. They invented a special weapon called the 

boomerang. This is a wooden weapon which returns to its thrower. 

Changing landscape 

When the first humans arrived, Australia was mostly covered by 

forests, but later the forests slowly disappeared and were replaced 

by grassland. Most of the Australian forests were destroyed by fires, 

which started naturally or were made by humans.  Due to the fires 

both the flora (plants) and the fauna (animals) changed in Australia.  

Australia, the British colony 

The first Europeans who sailed to Australia were Dutch explorers. They discovered Australia in 1606. Then 

in 1770 James Cook, an English explorer, landed in Australia (in Botany Bay ς 

today in Sydney) and claimed the Eastern part as an English colony. The first 

British fleet of settlers arrived on 26, January, 1788. The Australians still 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ α!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΣ 

called New South Wales.  

The English decided to turn New 

South Wales into a penal colony, 

which meant that criminals were 

sent there as punishment. The 

ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǊǎƘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 

cities, it was difficult to get food and they often died of 

diseases. All together, 160,000 convicts were sent to 

Australia until transportation of prisoners ended in 1868. 

For a short time, the settlers lived peacefully with the 

Aboriginal people. But soon, fighting broke out over who 

owned the land. Many of the Aboriginals were killed. 

Life in Australia for settlers became more dangerous in 

the 1800s because of the Bushrangers. These were 

bandits or criminals who hid in the bush and robbed people and mail coaches. Many were runaway convicts 

who had the skills necessary to hide and survive in the Australian bush. 

Australian Aboriginal 

children 

Aboriginal men with didgeridoo 

ï a tarditional musical 

instrument 

Landscape in South 

Australia today 

The ruins of Port Arthur, the 

famous prison 

James Cook 

Bushrangers attack and rob a mail coach 



The gold rush 

In 1851, gold was discovered in the colonies of New South 

Wales and Victoria. A rush to find gold began and thousands of 

new immigrants arrived to Australia, mainly from Western-

Europe and China. In Victoria, gold miners had to ask for a 

ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻƴȅΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀy each 

month to keep it. In addition, the local police was often violent 

and unfair, so the gold miners grew angry. Some miners built a 

wooden barricade which was called the 

9ǳǊŜƪŀ {ǘƻŎƪŀŘŜΦ {ƻƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 

soldiers and the police attacked the 

stockede and defeated the miners. 

However, the rebellion was successful 

because there were positive changes: 

miners got more rights and licences were 

soon abolished. The revolt remained the 

symbol of fighting for freedom in 

Australia. 

Australia becomes a nation 

In the 1800s there were six 

British colonies in Australia. 

The colonies improved 

quickly: cities grew bigger 

(Sydney, Melbourne, 

Adelaide, Brisbane), 

universities were 

established and railways 

were built. 

But in the 1890s there was an economic depression and the six colonies decided to unite to be more 

effective. On 1st January, 1901, the six colonies joined to form the Commonwealth of Australia. Edmund 

Barton became the first Prime Minister of Australia.   

Melbourne was chosen as the temporary seat of government while a new capital city, Canberra, was 

constructed. Canberra became the capital of Australia in 1927. Australia became a dominion of the British 

Empire in 1931. This meant that it belonged to the British Empire but they had autonomy in both their 

domestic and foreign affairs.  
 
 
 
 

Australia during the world wars 

The First World War began in 1914. The Australian 

soldiers helped the British to defeat the German 

troops in Egypt and they also fought against the 

Turkish. About 60,000 Australian men died in the 

First World War.  

Gold mining 

The Eureka Stockede 

Opening of the first Australian 

Parliament i n 1901 

Edmund 

Barton 

Australian troops in Egypt during the First 

World War, with their mascot, a kangorooo 


